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John McIntire Library
220 N. 5th St., Zanesville, 453.0391

Dresden Branch Library
816 Main St., Dresden, 754.1003

Duncan Falls/Philo Branch Library
222 Main St., Duncan Falls, 674.7100

New Concord Branch Library
77 W. Main St., New Concord, 826.4184

Roseville Branch Library
41 N. Main St., Roseville, 697.0237

South Branch Library
2530 Maysville Pike, Zanesville, 454.1511

John McIntire Library
Mon-Thu: 9:30 am - 8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9:30 am - 6 pm
Sun: 1 - 5 pm (Sep-May)

Branch Libraries
Mon-Thu: 9:30 am - 8 pm

Fri: 9:30 am - 6 pm
Sat: 10 am - 2 pm

visit us online at www.muskingumlibrary.org

In January 2018, your Muskingum County Library System will participate in the inaugural 
nationwide Winter Reading Challenge. We challenge our patrons - of all ages - to read for at 
least 300 minutes during the month and to share their reading activity with us online. Over 100 
other public libraries across the nation will encourage their patrons to read 50,000 total books 
over the course of 1 million minutes!

If we all reach the nationwide goal, Shark Tank investor Mark Cuban will donate $25,000 to the 
organization First Book which provides new books, learning materials, and other essentials to 
children in need.

You can get ahead of the game and pre-register yourself and your family for the program at

muskingumlibrary.beanstack.org
and start tracking your activity today, but books and time won’t count towards our goal until the 
new year!

Winter Reading

Challenge
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Safety. It’s frequently on my mind, as it may be on yours as well.

Over the past 20 years, I’ve worked for large urban public libraries, small 
academic libraries, and libraries in between. I have served a diverse patron base 
from infants to age 105, from Turkish to Vietnamese, from Spanish to English 
speaking, from traditional to non-traditional families, from homeless to 
wealthy...and I could go on and on. A prevailing theme and constant priority 
spreading across all of these library systems has been the importance of 
safety for both library users and library staff. 

Providing and maintaining a welcoming and secure environment for every 
person in our community to checkout books, to read to a child, to work on a 
project, to ask for help, to attend a program or story time, is a top priority we take 
seriously here at the MCLS.

Above the old McIntire entrance to the Carnegie Wing, built in 1908, are the 
words, “Open to All.” The MCLS is a place where all library card holders and 
non-library card holders are free to enter our buildings and use our services and 

resources; however, we do have an expectation that all customers will behave with the utmost respect for each 
other and for our library spaces.

At the MCLS, we provide training for library staff on current safety issues, what to look for in potentially 
disruptive situations, and how to manage them. It is an unfortunate day when we have to ban a patron for a 
specified amount of time due to misbehavior, but it does happen on occasion so we can maintain safety for all. 
Library staff are scheduled to walk around the library as they aim to provide excellent customer service to 
library users and also monitor behaviors. We utilize security cameras inside and outside the library and, 
furthermore, now have a relationship and partnership with the City of Zanesville Police Department.

Through a supportive conversation with the Chief of Police, Tony Coury, we will be experiencing a stronger 
presence from the Zanesville Police Department to help maintain a pleasant and safe environment at the 
library.

My goal is that all members of our community will feel safe in our library facilities. If there is ever a time when 
you don’t feel safe or are uncomfortable for any reason, I encourage you to approach a library staff member or 
give us a call so we can address your concerns.

I can’t guarantee that every visit to the library won’t be without a small level of uncomfortableness on occasion, 
but I CAN guarantee we are constantly working on providing safe library spaces for the patrons of the 
Muskingum County Library System. For those of you who haven’t visited us in a while, we invite you to visit us 
again and experience all we have to offer.

Have a safe and happy holiday season!
Jennifer Spillman
jspillman@muskingumlibrary.org
740.453.0391 ext. 129

mall talk

pillmanS with

Miracle on Main Street
Wednesday, November 29 @ 5:00 pm

Kids and Teens are invited to stop by John McIntire Library 
during Miracle on Main to decorate an ornament for the 
community Christmas tree and color a Christmas coloring 
sheet to be entered to win a beautiful stuffed animal from the 
good folks at Goss Supply Company.
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Duncan Falls/Philo
Branch Library

Dresden Branch Library

To register, call 674.7100

To register, call 754.1003

DISCOVER @ your branch libraries

Birds of Prey
Thursday, December 7 @ 6:00 pm

Join us in welcoming the Ohio Nature Education 
group as they present this marvelous program for the 
entire family. Participants will learn all about Ohio’s 
hawks and owls and even get to meet some of these 
amazing creatures. Registration is requested for this 
free program.

Make It ~ Take It Craft
Throughout December

Children visiting the Dresden Branch Library during 
December are invited to make a holiday card for a 
very special someone. All materials will be provided. 
While supplies last.

Guess How Many
December 1 ~ 16

Children and adults visiting the Dresden Branch 
Library are invited to guess how many candies are in 
the special holiday jar. The closest guess, without 
going over, wins the jar of holiday treats. The winning 
guess will be announced December 18.

Rock Painting
Wednesday, December 27 @ 1:00 pm

 Adults and children of all ages are invited to spend a 
fun afternoon during Christmas break participating in 
this popular activity. All materials will be supplied. 
Registration is requested for this free program.

Book Discussion
A Dog Named Christmas by Greg Kincaid

Friday, December 15 @ 4:00 pm
Area adults are invited to read and discuss this 
charming holiday title. Registered participants will be 
loaned a copy of the book. Registration is requested 
for this free program.

Teen Tuesday
Tuesday, December 5 @ 5:00 pm

Hey Teens! Bring a friend and join us at the Duncan 
Falls/Philo Branch Library the first Tuesday of every 
month for a fun evening of your favorite games and 
light refreshments. This month we’ll be spreading 
holiday cheer and doing a fun craft. Registration is 
requested for this free program.

Holiday Celebration
Wednesday, December 6 @ 6:00 pm

Area children, grades K-5, are invited to celebrate 
the holidays with seasonal songs, a fun craft activity, 
and a visit from a very special guest. Registration is 
requested and space is limited for this free program.

Doodlebug Club ~ End of Year Bash
Tuesday, December 12 @ 4:30 pm

If you haven’t been able to join the Doodlebug Club 
yet this year, you will not want to miss this session as 
we end the year with a holiday bash - Doodlebug 
style! Area adults are welcome to register for this free 
program. Space is limited.

Book and Recipe Swap
Monday, December 18 @ 4:30 pm

Area adults are invited to share some holiday cheer 
by exchanging their favorite recipes and a wrapped 
book. Participants are also invited to bring a sample 
of their favorite recipe to share. Registration is 
requested for this free program.
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EXPERIENCE @ your branch libraries

 Holiday Craft
December 11 ~ 16

Area children and Teens are invited to stop by the 
New Concord Branch Library to make a fun holiday 
craft to take home. While supplies last.

New Concord Branch Library

To register, call 826.4184

Roseville Branch Library

Book Discussion
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng

Wednesday, December 13 @ 5:30 pm
Area adults are invited to read and discuss this 
moving story, set in small town Ohio, of family 
secrets, longing, and our struggles to understand 
one another. Registration is requested and space 
limited for this free program. Registered participants 
will be loaned a copy of the book. Holiday Open House

Tuesday, December 12 @ 6:00 pm
Customers of all ages are invited to the Roseville 
Branch Library for live music, holiday refreshments 
and a visit from a very special denizen of the North 
Pole! Contact the Roseville Branch Library for more 
information.

Holiday Centerpieces
Thursday, December 7 @ 6:00 pm

Get crafty! Area adults are invited to create lovely 
holiday centerpieces. All materials will be provided 
for this free program. Registration is requested and 
space is limited.

Color Me Happy
Thursday, December 21 @ 3:00 pm

Come de-stress with your friends at the Roseville 
Branch Library as we spend a relaxing afternoon 
coloring and visiting. You are welcome to bring your 
own art supplies or to use those provided. 
Registration is requested for this free program.

To register, call 697.0237

Guess How Many
December 18 ~ 22

Patrons are invited to take a chance and guess how 
many candies are in the Holiday Jar when they 
borrow items from the New Concord Branch Library. 
The winner gets the jar!

A Visit from St. Nick Holiday Basket
December 4 ~ 16

Area adults and children of all ages are invited to 
register for a chance to win the Visit from St. Nick 
Holiday Basket when they borrow items from the 
New Concord Branch Library.

Holiday Grab Bag
December 4 ~ 16

Area children of all ages are invited to choose a gift 
from the holiday grab bag when they borrow an item 
from the New Concord Branch Library.

The end of the year brings the return of cooler 
weather, the holiday season and, of course, Friends 
of the Library renewal time! Membership in the 
Friends expires each December 31st. If you have 
already renewed, thank you. If not, please consider 
taking a moment to continue your generous support 
of the Friends. And if you have never been a member 
- come join ! It’s fun! Memberships start at just 
$5.00/year. Stop by any library to learn more or email 
Rob Cook at rob@muskingumlibrary.org.

It’s Renewal Time!
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CREATE
@
the

LIBRARY

South Branch Library

Ribbon Tree Ornament
Monday, December 4 @ 5:00 pm

Area crafty adults are invited to this fun, free program where we will be creating a 
beautiful Christmas ornament using ribbons. All materials will be supplied. 
Registration is requested and space is limited. Contact the South Branch Library 
for more information and to reserve a spot.

Book Discussion
Winter Street by Elin Hilderbrand
Tuesday, December 5 @ 5:00 pm

Join in on the discussion of this fun title where a family 
navigates endless zany situations that will make you 
want to visit Nantucket at Christmastime - or anytime for 
that matter! Registered participants will be loaned a copy 
of the book. Registration is requested and space limited 
for this free program.

Adult Coloring Club
Monday, December 18 @ 5:00 pm

Holidays stressing you out? Well, the South Branch Library has the perfect cure. 
Join us for a relaxing afternoon of coloring and conversation. Participants are 
welcome to bring their own supplies or use those provided. Registration is 
requested for this free program.

Rock Painting
Thursday, December 28 @ 12:00 - 3:00 pm

Yes, it’s a thing! All ages are invited to stop by the 
South Branch Library to get in on the rock painting 
craze. All materials will be supplied and we will even 
seal them for you when your done. Keep your rock or 
hide it for someone else to find!

Holiday Fun
Tuesday, December 19 @ 5:00 pm

Families are invited to join their friends 
at the South Branch Library for a fun, 
festive evening of Christmas stories and 
crafts. Registration is requested for this 
free program. Contact the library for 
more information.

To register, call 454.1511
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Saturday, December 2 @ 1:00 pm
Mission Oaks Gardens

Are those hanging basket hooks on your porch looking bare this time of year? 
Join Mission Oaks Gardens and your Muskingum County Library System in 
some holiday fun when we show area adults how to create an evergreen 
kissing ball to brighten up any home’s holiday decor. This program will be held 
at the Muskingum Valley Park District’s volunteer building located at 1720 
Euclid Avenue in Zanesville. All materials will be provided. Registration is 
limited for this free program and can be completed by contacting the Reference 
Desk at John McIntire Library - 740.453.0391, ext. 116 or 132 - or by visiting the 
Events Calendar on the library’s website at www.muskingumlibrary.org. 

Create a Holiday Evergreen Kissing Ball

Christmas Crafts

Thursday, December 14 @ 6:00 pm
John McIntire Library

Children ages 3 and up are invited to join us at John McIntire Library for an 
evening of holiday fun as we make some nifty crafts for the season. All 
materials will be provided. For more information and to register for this free 
program, please contact the Children’s Desk at 740.453.0391, ext. 115. 
Online registration is also available on our website’s Events Calendar at 
www.muskingumlibrary.org.

Be sure to stop by the Carnegie Wing Gallery on the second floor of 
John McIntire Library to see the beautiful quilts created by artisans from 
all over the world in this traveling exhibition’s stop in Zanesville. 

Hoffman Challenge Quilts
Carnegie Wing Gallery
John McIntire Library

December 4 ~ 29

The Friends of the Muskingum County Library System are selling the 
2018 Book Lover’s Calendars for their annual fund raiser and would love 
for you to have one...or two...or five. A $14.99 value, the Friends are 
selling them for only $5.00 each! They make terrific holiday gifts. Stop by 
your favorite branch library or the Friends Bookstore to get yours today!

2018
Book Lover’s Calendars



Kudos
If you are interested in learning more about how you can commemorate an event, occasion or special 
person in your life or make a memorial tribute at the Muskingum County Library System, please contact 
Jennifer Spillman at 740.453.0391, ext. 129 or by email at jspillman@muskingumlibrary.org.

We would like to express our appreciation to the following for their interest in and support of their 
Muskingum County Library System.

Bestow A Book
Carol Bradford

 In Memory of Rick Hughes

Muskingum County Library System
Board of Trustees

 In Honor of Blair Tom

Bill and Pat Watson

 In Memory of Dr. Dominic B. Brune, M.D.

Zanesville Women’s Club

 In Memory of Jane Swanson 

Service Anniversaries
December 2017

Ken Paynter 2 yrs Tracy Tom 23 yrs 
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Enliven A Library
Mary Obenour

 In Honor of Phyllis and Charles
 Cerney’s 69th Wedding Anniversary

In Honor of Blair Tom

 Anonymous 
 Jim and Barb Fisher
 Mary Flanagan
 Peggy C. Murphy
 Jacqueline K. Pica
 Susanne Ray

Women’s Benevolent Society

Congratulations
The Following Library Associates received 
commendations for providing Exceptional 
Library Experiences for our library patrons:

Rob Cook

If you would like to recommend an associate 
for an Exceptional Library Experience, 
forward your commendation to the 
Muskingum County Library System, Attn: 
Jennifer Spillman,
220 N. Fifth St., Zanesville, Ohio 43701.

Buck-A-Bag of Books Sale
Saturday, December 2, 2017

10:30 am ~ 12:00 pm

The Friends of the MCLS welcome you 
to their annual sale of gently used books 

and more - all for $1.00 a bag!
See you on the lower level of

John McIntire Library!
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CREATE MEMORIES @ the LIBRARY

Family Night Program
with the

Thursday, December 7 @ 6:30 pm

Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati

All libraries in the Muskingum County Library System will be closed on
December 24th and 25th.

Join your friends at John McIntire Library in welcoming back the amazing Children’s Theatre of 
Cincinnati as they present their special holiday show Celebrate the Season. We will learn about 
Christmas, Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa through song and dance. You won’t want to miss this one! 

Registration is required and space is limited for this free program.
Contact the Children’s Desk for more information or to reserve a spot -

740.453.0391, ext. 115.
Online registration is also available at www.muskingumlibrary.org.
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