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“I am a part of all that 
I have met.”

– Lord Tennyson
It is a wonderful but unexpected honor for me to receive the Ohio 
Library Council’s Service Excellence Award. Having worked in 
public libraries for 38 years I have, and continue to see, many changes. 

When I began working for the Muskingum County Library System in 1980, one of my jobs as a Technical 
Services Clerk was to type and file catalog cards—something many young people today have never seen. 
With the evolution of library automated services, I was excited to be a part of barcoding the library collection 
in preparation for the future.

OverOver the years I also had the opportunity, as head of the branch libraries, to develop collections, select 
furniture, and coordinate moves into new buildings. Later, I enjoyed serving the citizens of Muskingum 
County as the Manager of Clerical and Support Services working with the Circulation Department and the 
Custodial Department. As the library continued to grow, I was asked to head and create a Human 
Resources Department. Twenty three years later the department is serving the library staff through 
comprehensive on boarding, administering benefits, staff recognition, and a wellness program.

ServiceService to me means giving of your time and yourself. I strive to do that in my daily life and through active 
participation in the Ohio Library Council, Muskingum Valley Human Resource Management Association, my 
church and my community.

I have been fortunate to work with many talented and caring co-workers, supervisors, and Directors. Without 
them, this award would not be possible for as Lord Tennyson said “I am a part of all that I have met.”

We are waiving the cost of a replacement 
library card for the entire month to celebrate National 
Library Card Sign-up Month. Now is the perfect time to 
trade in your old card for a new one! Since 1987, Library 
Card Sign-up Month has been held each September to 
mark the beginning of the school year. During the month, 
libraries unite together in a national effort to ensure every 
child signs up for their own library card. child signs up for their own library card. 

National Library Card 
Sign-up Month

Lynn Mercer, HR Director 

potlight on Service - Lynn MercerS
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Dresden Branch Library

DISCOVER @ your branch libraries

Register online at muskingumlibrary.org
or by calling 754.1003

Registration is requested, and space
is limited for these free programs.

Registration is requested, and space
is limited for these free programs.

Register online at muskingumlibrary.org
or by calling 674.7100

Duncan Falls/Philo Branch Library

Genealogy Workshop with Debbie Deal
Monday, September 10 @ 6:00 p.m.

Whether a beginner or a full-fledged genealogist, you 
are welcome to join us for this free session where 
Debbie Deal will discuss the use of special census 
records to complete one’s family search.

Doodlebug Club
Craft Time ~ Crochet Buttons

Monday, September 10 @ 4:30 p.m.
Want to learn a new craft? Then join us for this 
special session where Dawn Barrone will show 
participants how to make adorable crochet buttons. 
All materials will be provided.

Amish Recipe Exchange
Throughout September

Visit the Dresden Branch Library and share your 
favorite Amish recipes. We will make copies and add 
them to our Amish Recipe Display. Keep checking 
the table throughout September for some tasty 
recipes to add to your collection!

Adult Coloring
Friday, September 28 @ 3:00 p.m.

Join your friends at the Dresden Branch Library for a 
relaxing afternoon of coloring and conversation. You 
are welcome to bring your own art supplies or use 
those provided. We hope to see you there!

Blue Rock State Park presents
Meet a Mammal

Saturday, September 8 @ 12:00 p.m.
How well do you know our Ohio mammals? Join us 
in welcoming Marissa Moliviatis, a Naturalist Aide 
with Blue Rock State Park, as she presents this fun, 
hands-on program for the whole family.

Quilting
 Tuesday, September 25 @ 6:00 p.m.

Join the Dresden Branch Library in welcoming Linda 
Kelly as she discusses the many joys of quilting.

Book Discussion
The Storekeeper’s Daughter

by Wanda Brunstetter
Friday, September 21 @ 4:00 p.m.

Join us for a discussion of the first book in 
Brunstetter’s Daughters of Lancaster County 
series where Naomi Fisher struggles to balance 
familial obligations with her own desire for romance. 
Participants will be loaned a copy of the book.

This symbol indicates that this program is part of our commUNITYread lineup of events!CR 

CR 

CR 

CR 

Quilt and Needlecraft Display
Throughout September

You don’t need to travel to Amish country to see 
beautiful quilt and needlework crafts. Stop by the 
Duncan Falls/Philo Branch Library to see this display 
by local artists. Interested in displaying? Call us!

CR 

Skype Visit with Author Sarah Price
Thursday, September 20 @ 5:00 p.m.

Sarah Price, author of several Amish novels, will be 
on hand for this special Skype session where she will 
discuss her novels, answer questions, and share her 
experiences growing up in a Mennonite family.

CR 

Rug Hooking
Monday, September 17 @ 6:00 p.m.

Linda Baughman, of Y-Bridge Rug Hookers, will 
demonstrate the beautiful art of rug hooking. 
Participants will learn about quilling and have the 
opportunity to create their own “quilly sheep” pin.

CR 
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EXPERIENCE @ your branch libraries

New Concord Branch Library

Registration is requested, and space
is limited for these free programs.

Register online at muskingumlibrary.org
or by calling 826.4184

Board Games for Teens
Friday, September 21 @ 4:00 p.m.

Teens are invited for a fun afternoon of board games, 
snacks, and friendly competition. Bring your favorite 
game!

Family Movie Night
A Wrinkle in Time

Thursday, September 13 @ 6:00 p.m.
Based on the timeless children’s classic novel of the 
same title, this film is filled with spectacle, warmth, 
and heart. Fun for the whole family!

Book Discussion
Citizens Creek by Lalita Tademy

Wednesday, September 12 @ 5:30 p.m.
Cow Tom, born into slavery in 1820 and sold to a 
Creek Indian chief, possessed an extraordinary 
ability to master languages. His talent earned him 
money but would it earn his freedom? Registered 
participants will be loaned a copy of the book.

Basket Weaving
Thursdays, September 20 & 27 @ 6:00 p.m.

Hallie Baker will lead this two part program where 
she will demonstrate the basics of basket weaving. 
All materials will be provided.

Book Me!
Saturday, September 1 @ 10:00 a.m.

Rachel Pollock and her students from Muskingum 
University will share jokes, poems, fairy tales, and 
more at this fun story time event for children in 
grades K-5.

A Visit with Author Kate Hoefler
Great Big Things

Wednesday, September 19 @ 6:00 p.m.
Local author Kate Hoefler will join us to discuss her 
lovely children’s book, Great Big Things. Meant to 
be a conversation starter about kindness, this book 
emphasizes that it’s not your size but what you do in 
your life that makes you big or small.

Beyond Buggies and Bonnets
A Visit with Author Brenda Nixon

Wednesday, September 5 @ 5:30 p.m.
Brenda Nixon will join us to share her compelling 
accounts of seven Amish who ventured beyond their 
strict, conservative Swartzentruber Order. Learn, 
laugh, and be astonished as Brenda shares her 
compassionately written stories.

CR 

Book Discussion
The Seekers by Wanda Brunstetter
Thursday, September 6 @ 5:30 p.m.

It’s a recipe for drama when Heidi Troyer opens up 
her Amish home for cooking classes. Suddenly the 
cooking lessons turn into life lessons as the students 
share their life stories. Registered participants will be 
loaned a copy of the book.

CR 
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South Branch Library

Register online at muskingumlibrary.org
or by calling 454.1511

Registration is requested, and space
is limited for these free programs.

Adult Coloring
Monday, September 10 @ 5:00 p.m.

Join your South Branch friends for some relaxing coloring time. All materials will be provided.

Leaf Wreath Craft
Tuesday, September 25 @ 5:00 p.m.

We will show adults how to make leaf wreaths just in time for fall decorating. All materials will be provided.

Register online at muskingumlibrary.org
or by calling 697.0237

Registration is requested, and space
is limited for these free programs.

Roseville Branch Library

Bow Making Craft
Thursday, September 6 @ 6:00 p.m.

Adults are invited to learn how to make charming 
bows perfect for Autumn decorating. All materials will 
be provided. 

Adult Game Night
Monday, September 10 @ 6:00 p.m.

Enjoy card games? Why not join us for a fun-filled 
evening of Uno and Phase 10 at this free program. 
Uno!

Color Me Happy
Thursday, September 27 @ 3:00 p.m.

Come de-stress with us as we enjoy an afternoon of 
coloring and conversation.

Amish Recipe Swap
Thursday, September 13 @ 3:00 p.m.

Adults are invited to bring their favorite recipe and a 
covered dish to share at this awesome recipe swap.

CR 

Book Discussion
The Storekeeper’s Daughter

by Wanda Brunstetter
Thursday, September 20 @ 5:00 p.m.

Time stands still in Amish country where Naomi 
Fisher is the glue that holds her large family together - 
until the day her baby brother disappears. 
Participants will be given a copy of the book.

CR 

Amish Quilts
Monday, September 17 @ 6:00 p.m.

Love quilts? Then you won’t want to miss this 
wonderful program where Connie Bateson will share 
her 30 years of quilting experience with participants.

CR 

Form Board Quilt Blocks
Tuesday, September 4 @ 5:00 p.m.

Adults are invited to this innovative craft program where we will be creating quilt blocks using foam, fabric, 
and your creativity. All materials will be provided.

CR 

Quilt Display
September 3-28 

Stop by the South Branch Library during September 
to see a lovely display of quilts by local artists.

CR Book Discussion
The Journey by Wanda Brunstetter
Tuesday, September 18 @ 5:00 p.m.

Moving from Pennsylvania, finding rewarding work, 
and leaving a broken romance behind is the best 
decision Titus ever made. But is he ready to consider 
love again? Join us for a discussion of this first book 
in the Kentucky Brothers series by Brunstetter. 
Participants will be loaned a copy of the book.

CR 
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Register online at muskingumlibrary.org or by calling 453.0391, ext. 116
Registration is requested, and space is limited for these free programs.

John McIntire Library

Lunch & Learn Program
Omope Carter Daboiku ~ Appalachian Storytelling

Wednesday, September 12 @ 12:00 p.m.
An award winning teller of tales and native of the southeastern hills of Ohio, Omope Carter Daboiku 
will share stories told in the Appalachian tradition. Ages 18 and older please. Boxed lunches will be 
available beginning at 11:30 a.m. Registration is required.

 Gather Around the Garden
Thursday, September 6 @ 6:00 p.m.

Sponsored by the O.S.U. Extension Master Gardener volunteers of Muskingum and Coshocton 
Counties and Ohio AgrAbility, this wonderful program will share all the ways we can adapt our 
gardens and gardening techniques so that we can enjoy them as we grow older.

Page to Stage @ Zanesville Community Theatre
Of Mice and Men

Sunday, September 16 @ 2:30 p.m.
Experience live theatre as our guest when we enjoy Zanesville Community Theatre’s production of 
the classic Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Copies of the book will be available for program 
attendees to borrow and read prior to the production. Following the performance, we’ll share in an 
engaging conversation with the cast and crew.

commUNITYread Book Discussion
Daughters of Lancaster County series by Wanda Brunstetter

Thursday, September 20 @ 6:30 p.m.
Join in the discussion of this riveting story of a kidnapped Amish child told through three best-selling 
novels set in Lancaster, Pennsylvania’s Amish country.

Adult Programs

Teen Programs

Zombie Barbies
Saturday, September 8, 2:00 p.m.

Teens are invited to this wickedly fun craft program 
where participants will turn Barbie dolls into brain-
eating zombies. All materials will provided.

Anime Movie Afternoon
Your Name

Tuesday, September 18 @ 4:30 p.m.
A high school girl in rural Japan and a high school 
boy in Tokyo randomly switch bodies and learn to 
communicate with each other by leaving notes on 
their cell phones in this wonderful movie by Makoto 
Shinkai. Rated PG.

On Display @
John McIntire Library’s Carnegie Wing Gallery

throughout September

Opening Reception
Thursday, September 6, 2018

5:00 - 7:30 PM

works by Members of the Art Loft

Sandy Booth, Linda Graham, Susan Nash, Susan Stubbins

Lock or Unlock

CR 



Congratulations
If you would like to recommend an associate 
for an Exceptional Library Experience, 
forward your commendation to the 
Muskingum County Library System, Attn: 
Jennifer Spillman,
220 N. Fifth St., Zanesville, Ohio 43701.

Service Anniversaries
September 2018

Joe Dusenbery 1 yr  Alyssa Fisher 1 yr

Sarah Horton 1 yr  Walter Kreis 4 yrs  

Kelly Stewart 12 yrs
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Bestow A Book
Janet Debray

 In Honor of Ann Decherd

Safety Pin Bracelets
Tuesday, September 11 @ 6:30 p.m.

This fun craft program for ages 8 and up will feature 
making one-of-a-kind bracelets with safety pins and 
glass seed beads. Get your craft on!

Explorer’s Club
Thursday, September 13 @ 6:30 p.m.

Calling all voyagers, grades 4-7! Join us as we 
discover a featured country from the library’s 
CultureGrams database, then enjoy a tasty national 
dish and a culturally-themed craft or activity. 
Registration is required.

Accessible Browsing Hour
Tuesday, September 25 @ 8:30 a.m.

John McIntire Library will open at 8:30 a.m. so that 
individuals with sensory sensitivities and their 
families can enjoy the library in a welcoming 
environment.

Sensory Story Time
Tuesday, September 25 @ 8:45 a.m.

Children ages 2 to 7 will enjoy this story time 
program which emphasizes books, music, 
movement, and sensory experiences designed for 
children on the autism spectrum. Registration is 
requested.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover
Thursday, September 20 @ 6:00 p.m.

Children up to grade 5 are invited to bring their 
favorite stuffed animal to this special story time, then 
leave their stuffed friends for a sleepover at the 
library. They can then be picked up after 3:00 p.m. 
the next day.

Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati 
The Legend of Pocahontas

Thursday, September 27 @ 6:30 p.m.
Do you know the myth, the legend, or the truth? This 
wonderful production uses music, history, and story 
telling to tell the true story of Pocahontas. Seats are 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Afternoon Family Movie
Paddington 2

Saturday, September 15 @ 2:00 p.m.
Bring the entire family for this special screening of 
Paddington 2!

Find out more about these exciting programs by contacting
the John McIntire Library Youth Services Desk

at 453.0391, ext. 115

John McIntire Library

Children’s Programs

Enliven A Library
Dan and Rebecca Terrible

Sunday Hours return @ John McIntire Library!
Beginning September 9th, John McIntire Library will be open Sundays from 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Branch Libraries
Mon-Thu: 9:30 am - 8 pm

Fri: 9:30 am - 6 pm
Sat: 10 am - 2 pm

John McIntire Library
Mon-Thu: 9:30 am - 8 pm
Fri & Sat: 9:30 am - 6 pm
Sun: 1 - 5 pm (Sep-May)
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@ John McIntire Library

Preschoolers, ages 3 1/2 to 5, are invited to these fun story times at our branch libraries.
There will be stories, dancing, and activities that are all designed to help develop early literacy skills.

Check with the library where you are interested in attending for more information.

Preschool Story Time
 Wednesdays & Thursdays in 

September @ 1:00 p.m.
Preschoolers, ages 3 1/2 to 5, will 
enjoy listening to stories, dancing, 
and engaging in activities that help 
develop vital early literacy skills 
and support school readiness.

Baby Story Time
 Tuesdays in September

@ 10:30 a.m.
Babies and their caregivers will 
love this lapsit program where, 
together, we share stories, finger 
plays, songs, and more.

Toddler Story Time
 Wednesdays & Thursdays in 

September @ 10:30 a.m.
Created with 2 to 3 1/2 year olds in 
mind, this terrific program will help 
build emerging language skills 
through fun-filled songs, stories, 
activities, and more.

@ the Branch Libraries

Story Time!It’s

Dresden
Wednesdays in September @ 1:00 p.m.

Duncan Falls/Philo
Friday, September 21 @ 11:00 a.m.

Roseville
Monday, September 10 @ 11:00 a.m.

South
Friday, September 14 @ 11:00 a.m.

New Concord
Tuesdays in September @ 1:00 p.m.
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