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Navy and “arine Corps medal posthumously awarded to Lieutenant
Eugene Shannon. The citation accompanying the medal reads as follows:

The president of the Ynited States takes pleasure in the Navy and larine
Corps Medal posthhmously to Lieutenant Eugene lussell Shannon, chaplains
corps, United =tates Haval reserve, for service set forth in the
following citation:

For heroic conduct as a chaplain attached to the U. S. S. B,smarck Sea,
in connection with the ultimate rescueof personnel following the

sinking of that vessel by enemy Japanese aerigl forces during ]
operations in support of our landings at Iwo Jima in the Volcano lslands,
February 21, 1945. Sensing the plight of the men struggling in the

waters in the vicinity of his lifeboat after abandoning the Bismarck
Sea, Lieutenant Shannon, who had lapsed into a semi-conscious
condition as a result of serious wounds, repeatedly roused himself in
an effort to allay the fears of all who were affected by shock and
exhaustion and, drawing deeply from his spiritual strength in the
midst of chaos and disaster, spoke with calm coyrage to the panic-
stricken, bewildered men, pronouncing words of infinite falth and wisdom
and inspiring in the despairing company the reso$¥te acceptance of
temporal hardship and determination to survive, ch enabled them to
face the rigors and uncertainties of their chrcumstances with stoic
fortitude.

Completely selfless in hi§§oncern for others and ttreless in his vigilance,
he grievously overtaxed his waning energles during the long hours of
exposure and succumbed shortly after his own rescue had been effected.
Held in reverence by the entire personnel of the Bismarck Sea,
Lieutenant Shannon, by his unfaltering leadership, sympathetde
understanding and practical cpunsel in oeriod of crisis, contributed
essentially to the saving of many who otherwise might have perished,
and his self-sacrificing devotion to duty throughout upheld the
highest traditjons of the United States naval service. He gallantly
gave his life that others might live,

For the fresident

(S1gned) James Forresmkal

Secretary of the Yavy



